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Ideas of the Future Life. He has given us a very clever sketch, with 
plenty of illustrative material. He cannot find in Babylonia the primi- 
tive monotheism which Budge asserts to have existed in Egypt, and he 
does not even trace a tendency in that direction in later times. His 
six chapters deal with the " Gods of Babylon," " Heaven, Earth, and 
Hell," the " Legends of Creation," the " Story of the Deluge," "Tales 
of Gods and Heroes," and the " Duty of Man to his God and to his 
Neighbor." It will be seen that the treatment is discursive and 
descriptive, without any special attempt at organization. We wonder 
sometimes whether the presentation of material thus disconnectedly 
arranged is just what is needed today on these subjects. Even at the 
risk of his being theoretic and dogmatic, it would have been profit- 
able to know just what are Mr. King's views on the organization and 
leading ideas of Babylonian religion. But scholars hesitate to put 
themselves on record here in the present imperfect condition of our 
knowledge, and perhaps they are right. Mr. King is a thoroughly 
competent Assyriologist, but it must be said that here and there his 
translations are not up to the present level of investigation. An 
example is found in the Deluge Tablet, where, in 1. 14, for " That 
city was old" (labir),the now accepted reading is, "That city was cor- 
rupt" (la blr). As a whole the rendering of this document does not 
compare favorably with that in Driver's chapter in Authority and 
Archceology. 

G. S. Goodspeed. 
The University or Chicago. 



Religion and Morality. Their Nature and Mutual Relations 
Historically and Doctrinally Considered. Dissertation for 
the Doctorate in Theology at the Catholic University of 
America. By Rev. James J. Fox, S.T.D. New York : 
William H. Young & Co., 1899. Pp. 322. $2, net. 

This volume by a Roman Catholic author appears with the official 
approval of the Censor Deputatus and the archbishop of New York. 
It consists of four parts : introductory, historical, doctrinal, and criti- 
cal. The discussion is preceded by a brief but valuable bibliography, 
and, in addition, there are throughout the book copious, but not need- 
less, references to authorities. The introduction presents clearly the 
essential characteristics of morality and religion respectively, main- 
tains their universality, explains their origin, and has no lack of an 
effective polemic against opposing views. The careful survey of the 



RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE 575 

great historical religions of the world, followed by a brief considera- 
tion of the religions of semi-civilized and savage races, gives the con- 
clusion that man is by nature at once moral and religious, that an 
invincible tendency leads him to find a divine sanction for moral 
law, that he reaches moral more easily than religious truth, and that, 
while debased religions debase morals, "the religious sentiment itself, 
by its very nature, is the most powerful aid to morality." 

These conclusions create a strong presumption in favor of that 
doctrine of the mutual relation of religion and morality, and of the 
dependence of morality upon religion, which is ably expounded and 
maintained against every form of independent morality. His ethics is 
teleological. The ground of right, and so of authority, is in the nature 
of God. It is an axiom of reason that rational action finds in its end 
its law ; in its supreme end, therefore, its supreme law ; but the supreme 
or absolute law is the moral law. Only in God, the infinite and 
absolute good, is found the absolute good for man. Man's nature can 
rest in nothing less. Hence the commands of God to men have author- 
ity, not as mere commands, but as commands of righteousness, to 
which conscience or the moral reason in man responds. Thus religion, 
which recognizes God as the supreme, furnishes the ultimate basis of 
morality. The connection exists, though not always perceived. The 
criticism of Kant, Mill, and Spencer is clear and searching. 

Geo. D. B. Pepper. 
Colby University, 
Waterville, Me. 

The Covenant of Salt, as Based on the Significance and Sym- 
bolism of Salt in Primitive Thought. By H. Clay Trum- 
bull. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. x + 
184. $1.50. 

A "covenant of salt" is a rare biblical phrase which has engaged 
the attention of Dr. Trumbull in connection with his researches into 
primitive covenants already embodied in his two stimulating works 
The Blood Covenant and The T'hreshold Covenant. In the fifteen short 
chapters of this new book he has gathered an imposing mass of facts 
from all sides illustrative of the use and significance of salt in social 
customs and religious rites. It is a fascinating and illuminating study. 
To him salt appears to be symbolic of the deepest thoughts and most 
central relations of primitive life, and to have maintained this symbolic 
character in survivals in present custom. Salt and blood are identical 



